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of the national life
TWELFTH LECTURE: The Suez canal as a function of the universe

Objective:

THIRTEENTH LECTURE: The tremendous economy and patience
of the spiritual history of mankind
FOURTEENTH LECTURE: The number 4 has this great merit
that it forces you to stay within empirical experience
FIFTEENTH LECTURE: Who is the best man to rule the city?
SIXTEENTH LECTURE: The restoration of the old against that
which is changing all the time



SECOND PART: FAREWELL TO DARTMOUTH COLLEGE
Prejective:

SEVENTEENTH LECTURE: The logos comes first

EIGHTEENTH LECTURE: Names of mutual and reciprocal validity
and the wings of concepts

NINETEENTH LECTURE: The essence of love is the new name

TWENTIETH LECTURE: Logos is not logic

Subjective:

TWENTYFIRST LECTURE: The seat for philosophy in Greece
TWENTYSECOND LECTURE: Your contribution is

that you open up yourself
TWENTYTHIRD LECTURE: The right future, God’s future, created
TWENTYFOURHT LECTURE: St. Paul’s downfall in Athens

Trajective:

TWENTYFIFTH LECTURE: An attempt to bring the mind of Greek
philosophers back under the domination of the spirit
TWENTYSIXTH LECTURE: A voluntary act of self-forgetfulness
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TAKE IT DOWN
1
Philosophy is for the few and not for all.

The topic of philosophy is wonderment.

2

Everything worth has to be personified by a whole man's life.

What is behind you, you cannot see; but you see what is before you.

The same man must believe what he knows, and know what he believes.

The relation of knowledge and faith is: the treatment of reality as world or as
God.

Any Greek philosopher also remains and is a theologian.

3

A man who is in wonderment is a wonder to himself. He is wondering about
things, and he is wondering about truth already coming to him.

Materialism and idealism are points of emphasis, but not points of mutual
exclusiveness.

Theology is the doctrine of the powers that make men speak. Philosophy
deals with the things about which we want to speak. And sociology creates

the environment within which we speak.

Anybody who speaks, gentlemen, believes in God, believes in the world, and
believes in society.

God, man, and world are never reducible to each other.

4
Philosophy, gentlemen, then deals with second impressions.

In the first 400 years, from 800 to 400, poetry leads, prose follows; from 400
on, prose leads, poetry follows.
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War is always a religious fact. A really materialistic society could not wage
war.

First impressions are always religious.

Second impressions are the necessity for the existence of the many Greek
cities.

Philosophy always presupposes an existing religious and political order.
Philosophy makes the religious divisions of mankind relative.

"Not one Greek philosopher has been able to close one Greek temple."

5

Logos has always to do with the impossible

6

Myth is a straightforward say-so.

That the head man in war designs a contingent, a troop.

Plato says, "Our task of thinkers -- of philosophers is to think about all the
many things which may be called by the same name."

7

Science cannot be taught scientifically.

And that is the poetical element. And we shall call this element, gentlemen,
"the element that lets things be called by their own name."

All philosophy scalps names from things.

Where philosophy does play around with the gods in Heaven, in the sky
over a city, of a local community, there still is the cult of friendship.

In all real societies there are no synonyms.
All original speech is metaphorical

Poetry is then, gentlemen, in intimate relation to philosophy.
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Philosophy is reducing first impressions. Poetry is bringing back first
impressions.

Prayers are not printed, and poems are. That's the whole difference.

Thales discovers what you take for granted, that there is for all things a
common denominator.

8

And so the first public, gentlemen, out of a people is created by Homer.
Where you have only the people, you have primitive life. Where you have
the public, you have reflection. Where you have only the public, you have
tyranny.

Leisure ennobled - that is the social task of philosophy.

Formerly they burned the witches. Now the witches burn us.

And it seems, as far as we can see, that from 600 B.C. to 400, more or less,
human sacrifices were eliminated in Greece.

All spiritual enterprises should have a limited lifespan.

One: that all matter is one; the other: that this source matter should not be
called with any specific name, but should have a general name; and third:
that if we want to understand this universe, which the two others try to
develop and to make plausible as one universe, that it should at least have
the quality of a living, breathing, living universe.

9

Nobody knows anything which he doesn't love.

All freedom, all progress has been based on his power to get outside his own
city.

Heraclitus says, "We have to find the truth within the first impressions,"

Anybody who is willing to be the underdog, who is willing to suffer, can
know the truth.

He who can suffer, Christianity says, can know the truth. Philosophy says: he
who can get outside can know the truth.
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You have to have enmity in order to have life.

"The way up and the way down are the same way, but they look utterly
different."

Parmenides is thought upon thought upon thought.

10
The Sophist sanctifies questioning,.

The minimum is that those who know are considered to be inside. And those
who have to ask questions are considered to be outsiders.

To ask a question means to try to join the group.

I've made it a law in my whole life, gentlemen: I will not criticize an
institution of which I have not been a member.

You can criticize a thing if you belong to it, and have done it.

11

Philosophy is much more a companion of life than an interpretation of life
that holds water. You have to shift.

A nation in Europe has been, since the year 1000, a body of people who have
a spiritual center.

Philosophy is a challenge to the local prejudice. And it sells its truth
regardless of the trend.

A state plus an institution of higher learning.

12

Anything precious, is precious by its singleness. Anything useful is precious
by its mass.

The state, that is protection against foreign enemies; the Church, that is
the setting up of the goals for which we should strive against enemies,
despite enemies, where we get direction of life; and then you get the
economy, that's the know-how.
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The economy has risen from being the smallest unit in the universe to be the
largest.

Nature was an imperative to be achieved.
Nature is the challenge which has asked men what to do with it.
Physis is a command much more than a fact.

What we treat as object, and what we treat as vocal, as "he" or "she," is the
perpetual decision which we make about the purpose, the destiny of the
universe.

The dilemma of life is constantly to change between treating the outer world
as object and as brother.

13

For philosophy there is only occasion if you have to reconcile the existence of
your homeland with the rest of the world.

These philosophers represented the way in which these new cities and new
foundations tried to find their place, through a decent respect of the opinions
of mankind in the universe.

You must look at this history of Greek philosophy perhaps better as a history
of Greek philosophers. And the philosophers were bold pioneers in action.
And they were the wonders of the age.

That every one of these philosophers represents a new combination of the
three problems: God, man, world; or the cult of a city, the society of man, the
laws of outside nature.

So, three reasons for wonder, gentlemen. The philosophers, the universe,
and the student group, this free republic of studious people who are
anxious, eager, and excited enough to forget their immediate interest.

The work of Plato, gentlemen, is the attempt to organize the miracles of the
human mind that had gone before, into one galaxy. It is like the calendar of
the saints of the Church, where all the feats of the first 300 years of the
Church are collected, from All Souls, to All Saints, to Christmas, to Easter, to
Pentecost.

Where you love, you know.
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Nature is terribly wasteful if you look outside into the natural world. In
order to fertilize one flower, any number of pollen is wasted. And so it is
with all our enterprises, gentlemen. Hundred have to try so that one may
succeed. There's just no other way of doing it. All these hundred find their
satisfaction in the heroic task of participating in this venture. They also ran.
But the one man then who is -- that's what I tried to tell you about Plato --
without these hundred heroes here, no Plato.

And therefore, I want you to understand that in God's eyes, in our maker's
eyes, these people who don't have success are just as much loved by Him, as
much His children, perhaps even more so than the ones He allows to reach
the goal. And if they were not greater souls, they wouldn't have stood the
agony of perishing and of missing out in the eyes of the world. And they
probably reached their goal inwardly. And I think in the eyes of God -- in the
eyes of His faithful, they deserve a niche.

Philosophy making every city, only one out of many, reduces patriotism,
reduces religion to relativity and reduces also the love of family and the love
of friends to something which can be exchanged for a hundred other things.
And it weakens man.

Reality has to be looked upon at least in four parts before we can be sure that
we have reached its tremendous abundance, its multitude, its plurality.

14

Most great men reach their achievement in their best students, in their best
pupil. You cannot understand Christ without Paul.

When a man writes about another man, he goes and looks up his dates and
learns them by heart. Otherwise you can't know anything about the man.

Well, I would go so far to say that you are full concrete, you are not a
concept. You are concrete. So the complete concrete cannot be covered or
explained by a concept. A concept always takes some generalization. You can
only conceive of something if you abstract from its specific thing and put it
into some class. You have to classify it. And when I begin to classify you, I do
you wrong. You are quite unique, Sir. You are a human being, but I haven't
said very much if I say you are a human being. And your wife can't do
anything with a human being. She can only do something with you. We
marry one person.

The logical miracle, there are great minds, in seeming contradiction in every
generation renewing the life of our race. The ethical miracle, that although at
tirst they sound impossible and madmen, we finally bow and make room
for the current which they create, for the stream of life which they impart.
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And third, that the universe looks different when we bow ethically to the
logical power of these spirits.

God is not a fact, gentlemen. It's a power that makes you say something new.

Philosophy is the discovery that in every one moment new truth is breaking
in, and that you may be the vessel of this new truth.

The number 4 has this great merit that it forces you to stay within empirical
experience.

You have to contain today an element of Socrates, an element of Plato and
Aristotle inside yourself if you want to philosophize.
In order to remain the same, we have to change.

You can only ask as long as you think there is somebody who knows. A
question only makes sense if there is a pre-established answer, which this
man doesn't know, but which all the others know.

The condition of a question is that the questioner wants to join the
community.

Socrates proves the incompleteness of the responsibility in the critic. He
argues some point.

If Socrates says, "All these people who know better know nothing, because
they don't know the good." So Plato comes in, "Then we must know the best."

15

Logic is the power that makes us speak. Ethics is the power that makes other
people listen. And physics is the order by which people behave as we say,
and as we are told.

God is the power that makes you do something yesterday you thought you
couldn't do.

Death only matters for the spirit and for man.

The soul is not born at birth, but the soul comes into you as anticipation of
your death.

Socrates had no fear. He was very pleasant. He said it doesn't matter. And he
showed people to be unafraid. Jesus didn't play with such things. He was
sweating agony. He thought that God had forsaken Him. But His death is the
most fruitful action that any human being has ever undertaken.
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Socrates represents the conflict between the universe and my time and
place.

Physis is that which my mind can dominate. Logos is that by which my mind
is dominated. And my neighbors -- I can treat them -- you can say that all
other men are prejudiced.

Now poverty comes from the Greek source. Chastity comes very much from
India. And obedience comes from Judaism.

If any event, any tragedy in history is rightly understood, understanding
means it must not be repeated.

The best city is that city in which Socrates would not have had to drink
poison.

People hate the truth.

16
Nature is a common experience of mankind.

Plato's idealism is an attempt to create an equilibrium between our political
experiences and our physical experiences, to make them of the same original
quality.

We have in ourselves an idea of what is best between men; that's called
goodness. And we have an idea of what is best in nature; and that's called
truth. And we have an idea what's good in both; and that's called beauty.
And that is the idea of Plato's goodness, truth and beauty.

Philosophy is the assignment of the common conditions for thinking in all
the fields of human knowledge

Philosophy is the process by which the human mind is renewed under the
pressure of disharmonious environment.

The distinction between the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit on the
one-hand side -- and the true and the good and the beautiful--is that the
good and the true and the beautiful can't be spoken to. They can't be spoken.

Anybody who speaks and tells the truth to somebody else is this man's
father. And anybody who listens to somebody else and learns something
from him is this man's son.
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Who says something first is always leading on. And who hears something
second is always following.

17

Form is already in itself an act of faith.

Throw all the books on ethics written in America in the last hundred years
into the fire, and they won't be missing, because they are all trying to express
ethics in terms of natural knowledge.

All physical facts can be expressed in the form of indicatives. But all ethical
facts can only be expressed in emotional form of "yes" or "no," in the sense of

"Let us do this," or "Let us avoid it."

All ethical statements, gentlemen, are movements away from this feature,
this event, or towards this event.

I claim that any ethical act is unique, singular, and can never be repeated.
The way into the unique act into the law is the way from ethics into physis.
Law is experienced act, respected as precedent, transformed into rule and
regulation, and finally applied to the world outside as always having this
implication.

As soon as you say that you are under judgment, you stop judging.

The word precedes the act. And the act begets the law.

The relation of ethics to logos is that the logos comes first. You must listen;
otherwise you are a wild animal.

Ethics is when it is upon your conscience.

The problem of a statesman is to know what next. In other words, to rule a
state, you have to know the timing. The problem of timing is the essential
political quality. And therefore, philosophers must never be kings.

To think that a philosopher can be king is exactly the same as thinking that
you can know the center of the universe, because then you construe a world
inside of which, by total knowledge, you know everything potentially, what
has to be done.

Premature saying is just immature saying.
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Ethics is the problem of timing. Physics is the problem of spacing.
A man who cannot keep a secret doesn't know what ethics is.

If you have only physis and logos, then all knowledge is good. If you have
any ethical situation, then knowledge has to be timed.

What you can tell all the people, gentlemen, isn't worth telling.

A secret is something that has still to grow into public life, because it is
immature.

All great art is retardation.

18

Any word in our civilized language -- in French, German, English, Italian --
has three forms: Greek, Latin and native. And it is only digested when you
haveitin all three forms.

When you philosophize, you use a Greek term. When you theologize, you
use a Latin term. When you speak idiomatically at home, you use the Anglo-

Saxon term.

The word, in the respect of the ethics of our town, has to be rethought every
day because of the mistakes man makes.

Our first impressions come through meaning.

All speech, gentlemen, leads to disarmament. And all sensuous experience
leads to armament.

Therefore, since the listening process is part of the word, speech, we can only
get together by disarmament.

Mutual trust leads to disarmament.
Terms can only be defined before speech with regard to physical objects.

You speak to somebody about something. You can define something. You
can never define somebody.

The way from here is from the senses to the concept.

Not one of the persons in the town can define the other person, because they
talk to each other.
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The child that is born without plan is certainly more your child than the child
that is born according to plan.

The road of nature is through the senses to a concept. The road of the
community is through reciprocity to agreement.

Speech is mutual before it is definable.

The logos travels through names of mutual and reciprocal validity into the
human community, into Our Town. And it travels with regard to the
chemicals and the elements of the universe on the wings of concepts.

Any word of the human language is based on the assumption that I must say
"Father," so that he may say "Son."

Ohm, Volt, gentlemen, they are all common observations of any man who
uses his reason. They are valid for all men. That's the essence of natural
science.

The real body politic, gentlemen, allows everybody to have a different
reaction.

Anybody gets what he wants, because he will not accept anything else.

And there are two roads then to the logos: the supernatural, that is, it must
be not simply objects of nature. "Supernatural" simply means "not an object."

That's divine, gentlemen, to bear the cross of one's own word, and to
acknowledge that this word was not set by himself as a whim, from a
salesman, as an empty promise.

The logos remains in evidence through the names of the people through
whom the spirit has spoken.

It is not a part of a human being to say, "I'm just a human being." This little
word "just" is a humility of the God in your heart, of the divine. And if you
would only discover that you all plead to be vessels of the divinity by saying
"just." These four letters: j-u-s-t, are a great arrogance, because it means you
know. It means that you can judge your own place in life.

As self, gentlemen, and as an American, you are on the level of humanity
and nature. As speakers and judges, you are always sharing God's authority,
the logos.

There is a quandary, because Plato is the logos. The city is that part of the
logos in which people speak to each other. The universe is that part of the
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reality, of the universe in which we speak about things, where they don't talk
back.

If you, however, analyze your own existence a little bit more carefully, you
will understand why our brains and the cells of our brain are the roots of the
matter, we are rooted in the sky -- it is as though we were standing on
our heads. We are not standing on our feet mentally, intellectually, and in
our existence as being. But we are hanging through our reason in an earth, in
a soil. Because here is the nourishment which we receive in these brain cells.
But we are free with our limbs, and our whole body to go into the world
and create something new.

In Plato, the wild tribes are the courageous people. The great empires are the
belly people. And the Greeks are the head people, the reasonable people, the
people who think, who can tower above the passions and above the
generosity, the movements of the heart, the courage, generosity, what else
would you say is business of the heart, faith, loyalty, all the emotions of the
nobler nature?

The secret is, gentlemen: if you have ethos, you have a community; if you
have physis, you have millions of objects, what you call "nature,"; and you
already really say more than we can prove that this is one world. You can
say there are many worlds.

Man is the micropolis; he is the small city. And the polis is the
macroanthropos.

19

We have to eat. So we are part of physis. And the earth is to be respected, so
it's part of ethics. And therefore the lines are constantly shifting between
ethics and physis.

The Battle of the Bulge carries weight with you and me. It moves us to action,
because the name itself is a part of the event. An event has only happened
after it has received its name.

Society is ruled by solidarity, despite the distinction of every member's time,
or lifetime, or time span or time. And nature is ruled by the distinction of

everything, despite the unity of space.

Society lives by solidarity, despite the distinction of every man's own time.
And space lives by the distinction of everything despite the unity of its space.

Whenever you speak to a person, he is pardoned.
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Ethos is the treatment of the universe as much alive at least as myself or

more. And physis is the treatment of the universe as less alive than myself, or
dead.

The essence of love is the new name.

The devil is the man who knows the importance of ethics, but refuses to
believe it.
Believing -- it means action, to act on something.

We always experience space as a whole, and then subdivide it into things,
into smaller things. First, you wake up and there is this whole space, until
you come to an hindrance. And then you can subdivide it into seats in this
room, and places, inside. The experience of space is first as one.

Time is experienced the other way around. You experience first the one
moment of your own life, and then perhaps your own life. That all time is
one has to be created. Has to be believed. It is not natural. It's nonsense to tell
you that all time is one. Not an experience. It's a thought. It's just a creation of

the mind, an act of will.

All space is first experienced as singular, as one space; and all spaces are
fragments and fractions of this one big space, the universe.

In Plato and Aristotle, man is the city written small.

The living soul is always greater than he knew yesterday to be.

And therefore, Plato plus Plato plus Plato -- that is, a multitude of Platos -- is
that heavenly society, which ever since has been called "the other world."
This idea of another world, gentlemen, which you think is connected with

Christianity, is not a Christian idea. It's a Greek idea.

The real kernel of his doctrine is that people can already in this world live as
the wise can live together, in harmony, despite their differences.

If you can in your own friendship establish such an evening with your good
friends, then you have made the right use of The Symposion.

20
A university is a place where different schools can coexist.

To believe in one god is an act which you have to daily perform.
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Of course, two people will never agree on everything. Why should they?
That's the question.

We cannot live by agreement. It's nonsense. We must live by contrast.

Don't think that atonal music is arbitrary. On the other hand, don't think it's
beautiful. It is just an act of despair. The same with abstract painting. The
world has been given away. It has been done. You can't repeat it, the
performance.

The history of the Greek mentality is a complete story of the human mind.
You cannot think one idea and one thought, gentlemen, as a philosopher,
and as a circumstance of generalization and universal systematic thinking,
which has not been thought in Greece. We cannot be original. We can only be
original in patching together different thoughts.

So doubting the doubt, it seems to me is perhaps at this moment a valuable
interpretation of Socrates.

So the indispensable doubt, that's Socrates. Plato asks for the best. Aristotle
sees and overlooks the world in a different manner. He takes the Socratic
doubt for investigation.

There are three philosophical attitudes: better, which means --how did I call
it?-- indispensable criticism, indispensable doubt; best, the creative power of
our mind, or of our imagination -- of our hope, of our own; and then you
can have in Aristotle the sound judgment about the existing order.

And the logos is the power of the truth to reach you, gentlemen.

Logic is that part of the logos that already can be traced, retrieved and
traveled over again and again, because it is already dead. It is that part of the
logos that has already been incarnate, embodied and done with.

You and I keep Socrates alive. And therefore, we deny that he's mortal.

The Socratic question, the Platonic idea and the Aristotelian category can
remind you of the essential unity of this process by which there came to be
first Socrates, then Plato and then Aristotle.

The categories are the ways of the mind to meet any reality.

The where, the when, the how many, the what-action, what does it do?--
and there has been a debate, and still is going on: how many of these final
categories exist?

The first is its specific thing-ness, its essence. The second thing is its quantity.
The third, its quality: warm, or hot, cold, or green. Its relatedness. Where do
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you find it? In which connection? Lions probably in a jungle, or in a zoo. Its
place, its time, its position of posture. That has been debated. Vertical and
horizontal. Such things. They may not be fundamental. What it possesses,
that is, adjectives, gray line, great line, big line, such things. And in what way
is it active? That's the verb that goes with it: a lion roars. As you know from
the Midsummer Night Dream: there is nothing but roaring, and it is the lion.
And in what way it is being passively affected. These are the categories, the
10 ways in which anything can be said to be.

The natural sciences of the last centuries have neglected Aristotle.

The common denominator is the mind's arbitrary decision. And everybody
can make a different decision.

Sophistry: the universals are arbitrary performances of the human mind after
the facts are in. Idealism: the universals are necessary before the facts are in.
The true, the good, and the beautiful are always there. And that a man must
be just, we can tell him before he's even born. We can call him therefore "the
just". To encourage him, to fulfill his own idea of himself.

When you speak, you decide over all your common denominators. And your
common denominators are your religion.
21

To understand what philosophy really is, you have to know about two
different schools of thought.

Each time a thing is intellectually treated, the order of things is reversed.

Anything that is new enters the world not because it is matter, but because it
changes matter.

The human mind has, in the Greek period, reached its maturity and a finality
that you are very much privileged if you are allowed to work into your mind
the importance or the eternity, the perpetuity, the validity of these ways of
thinking. We cannot get out of it.

The seat of philosophy in Greece is the intermission of an athletic contest.

Physis reaches into the reality of the human society in the form of youth.
And logos reaches into the form of the physical realm in the form of old age.

You can only judge any artistic or mental performance, after you have been
through the whole of it.
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It is the weakness of Greek thinking, of all Greek thought, of your thought, of
all secular thought, that it cannot deal with the unique things. It can only
deal with repeated things.

22

Research is the open attitude, with your hands open to let the rain fall from
the sky.

The principle of a university is that a student is exposed to teachers who
teach the opposite.

A school and a university, whatever they are today, are part and parcel of the
community.

If the same is true of Proust -- if one man jumps into the abyss, A la recherche
du temps perdu, I can perhaps be on the -- "A la recherche de temps nouveau."

A saint is a man who discovers one more salubrious way of life.

23

And that's very bad, to know anything by heart, because it stymies you. We
don't have to know the New Testament by heart. That's why every year the
New Testament can happen.

The humanist believes in automatic future. And he doesn't believe that the
future can only be created by giving up the past. The doctrine of Christianity
is that without death, there is no resurrection. And if you don't give up what
you have, you cannot gain access to the future.

Aristotle -- he says, "Greek tragedy stopped when it had fulfilled its nature."
It stopped. "Tragoedia finita est"-- that's my own translation from the Greek
--"quando habet ipsius naturam."

The cycle is simply the temporary aspect of anything you classify.

Anything that is my first experience, which I let stand as unique, has value.
Anything that can be classified is indifferent, is indifferent.

Nature is a second space outside of my immediate necessities.

Nature is that which the community can afford to experiment with.
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There's absolutely no reason, gentlemen, for any man to live unless he's
unique.

A creature is the not-yet named.

The only way, gentlemen, of getting out of nature is to fear God.

When you treat everything as nature, you treat the present as an image of the
past. When you, however, have the fear of the Lord in your bones, and you
say, "I'm a creature," then you treat the past as an image of your own present,
and your own future.

The creation of nothing is every good man's personal experience.

He who speaks, is reborn by his own words.

Creation deduces the past from the present. Nature deduces the present from
the past.

You have to be in love to speak great truth.

Logos is more than logic, because logos is the power that fills reason with the
task to explain what is already present.

Bread is not what we find in the fields.

When a word can be held against you because you have said it, then you are
born.

It's an unpleasant business to teach people who want to be asleep.

Logos is the power to explain how the clock runs down, and the power to
wind it up again.

24

The Greek mind explains life out of death, which all the modern physicists
do.

The real difference between a coward and a courageous man is that the
coward is frightened in the moment of danger, and runs away. And the
courageous man is frightened afterwards, when it doesn't matter anymore.

A man who never doubts his truth is not a human being. A man who always
doubts his truth is a coward.
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The heart speaks, and the heart has its reasons. And it has much better
reasons than all the philosophers of the world.

Your mind is, after all, a womb of chastity and fruitfulness, or it is nothing.
The Jews say it's a scandal that a man can say a man can become God, and
the Greeks say that it is foolish to say that God could become man. The
incarnation is a scandal to both.

In every moment, you have to do the ordinary things of life in an
extraordinary way. As though nobody had ever done them, you have to do
them with the emphasis as though they had to be done now for the first time
as a precedent.

You have to do everything as though it has never been done before.

Original sin means the loss of energy by inheriting something.

St. Paul: he's more learned than all the Greek philosophers who were his
contemporaries.

Nothing that happens tomorrow is in any way the same as what happened
yesterday.

Philosophy as a system of its own always comes too late.

25
My life begets my thoughts, and I hope my thoughts beget your life.
Logos is that for which we have to have awe.

Now it is sometimes better to wake people up with wrong truths than to put
them to sleep with right truths.

The strange thing about humanity is, that you assume that before the man
has been declared to be worth killing and worth executing, he has a right to

live.

You become a Christian as long as the old is not better than the new in your
judgment, and the new is not better than the old, by itself.

Destiny has nothing to do with purpose.
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26

Pneumatology is the doctrine of how creative thought enters the community,
and enters you.

The modern man mocks the laws of his conscience. That is, the laws of the
person, the conditions under which a man is a person is, however -- and you
know it, that this is true, from your own experience, gentlemen - that the
line between death and life runs right through the middle of your own
intellectual life.

What is truth? That which is valid whether I like it or not.

"The first man, Adam, became a living soul. The last Adam became a life-
giving spirit.
Faith is a sleeping man's wisdom.

The problem of philosophy is the question: Can spirit be embodied on this
earth?

As far as you think something for the first time, it must be thought by you
with your whole heart, and your whole mind, and all your understanding,
and all your powers.

Anybody who can excuse another man, gentlemen, who can forgive him, is a
first cause.

It is today not the system of the Greek philosopher, but his own existence, by
which we know that the spirit can be incarnated.
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In alphabetical order:
A creature is the not-yet named.
A man who cannot keep a secret doesn't know what ethics is.

A man who is in wonderment is a wonder to himself. He is wondering about
things, and he is wondering about truth already coming to him.

A man who never doubts his truth is not a human being. A man who always
doubts his truth is a coward.

A nation in Europe has been, since the year 1000, a body of people who have
a spiritual center.

A saint is a man who discovers one more salubrious way of life.

A school and a university, whatever they are today, are part and parcel of the
community.

A secret is something that has still to grow into public life, because it is
immature.

A state plus an institution of higher learning.
A university is a place where different schools can coexist.

All ethical statements, gentlemen, are movements away from this feature,
this event, or towards this event.

All freedom, all progress has been based on his power to get outside his own
city.

All great art is retardation.

All original speech is metaphorical

All philosophy scalps names from things.

All physical facts can be expressed in the form of indicatives. But all ethical
facts can only be expressed in emotional form of "yes" or "no," in the sense of

"Let us do this," or "Let us avoid it."

All space is first experienced as singular, as one space; and all spaces are
fragments and fractions of this one big space, the universe.
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All speech, gentlemen, leads to disarmament. And all sensuous experience
leads to armament.

All spiritual enterprises should have a limited lifespan.

And it seems, as far as we can see, that from 600 B.C. to 400, more or less,
human sacrifices were eliminated in Greece.

And so the first public, gentlemen, out of a people is created by Homer.

And that is the poetical element. And we shall call this element, gentlemen,
"the element that lets things be called by their own name."

And that's very bad, to know anything by heart, because it stymies you. We
don't have to know the New Testament by heart. That's why every year the
New Testament can happen.

And the logos is the power of the truth to reach you, gentlemen.

And there are two roads then to the logos: the supernatural, that is, it must
be not simply objects of nature. "Supernatural" simply means "not an object."
And therefore, I want you to understand that in God's eyes, in our maker's
eyes, these people who don't have success are just as much loved by Him, as
much His children, perhaps even more so than the ones He allows to reach
the goal. And if they were not greater souls, they wouldn't have stood the
agony of perishing and of missing out in the eyes of the world. And they
probably reached their goal inwardly. And I think in the eyes of God -- in the
eyes of His faithful, they deserve a niche.

And therefore, Plato plus Plato plus Plato -- that is, a multitude of Platos -- is
that heavenly society, which ever since has been called "the other world."
This idea of another world, gentlemen, which you think is connected with
Christianity, is not a Christian idea. It's a Greek idea.

Any Greek philosopher also remains and is a theologian.

Any word in our civilized language -- in French, German, English, Italian --
has three forms: Greek, Latin and native. And it is only digested when you
haveitin all three forms.

Any word of the human language is based on the assumption that I must say
"Father," so that he may say "Son."

Anybody gets what he wants, because he will not accept anything else.
Anybody who can excuse another man, gentlemen, who can forgive him, is a
first cause.
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Anybody who is willing to be the underdog, who is willing to suffer, can
know the truth.

Anybody who speaks and tells the truth to somebody else is this man's
father. And anybody who listens to somebody else and learns something

from him is this man's son.

Anybody who speaks, gentlemen, believes in God, believes in the world, and
believes in society.

Anything precious, is precious by its singleness. Anything useful is precious
by its mass.

Anything that is my first experience, which I let stand as unique, has value.
Anything that can be classified is indifferent, is indifferent.

Anything that is new enters the world not because it is matter, but because it
changes matter.

Aristotle -- he says, "Greek tragedy stopped when it had fulfilled its nature."
It stopped. "Tragoedia finita est"-- that's my own translation from the Greek
--"quando habet ipsius naturam."

As far as you think something for the first time, it must be thought by you
with your whole heart, and your whole mind, and all your understanding,
and all your powers.

As self, gentlemen, and as an American, you are on the level of humanity
and nature. As speakers and judges, you are always sharing God's authority,

the logos.

As soon as you say that you are under judgment, you stop judging.

Believing -- it means action, to act on something.

Bread is not what we find in the fields.

Creation deduces the past from the present. Nature deduces the present from
the past.

Death only matters for the spirit and for man.

Destiny has nothing to do with purpose.
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Don't think that atonal music is arbitrary. On the other hand, don't think it's
beautiful. It is just an act of despair. The same with abstract painting. The
world has been given away. It has been done. You can't repeat it, the
performance.

Each time a thing is intellectually treated, the order of things is reversed.
Ethics is the problem of timing. Physics is the problem of spacing.

Ethics is when it is upon your conscience.

Ethos is the treatment of the universe as much alive at least as myself or

more. And physis is the treatment of the universe as less alive than myself, or
dead.

Everything worth has to be personified by a whole man's life.

Faith is a sleeping man's wisdom.
First impressions are always religious.

For philosophy there is only occasion if you have to reconcile the existence of
your homeland with the rest of the world.

Form is already in itself an act of faith.

Formerly they burned the witches. Now the witches burn us.

God is not a fact, gentlemen. It's a power that makes you say something new.

God is the power that makes you do something yesterday you thought you
couldn't do.

God, man, and world are never reducible to each other.

He who speaks, is reborn by his own words.

He who can suffer, Christianity says, can know the truth. Philosophy says: he
who can get outside can know the truth.

Heraclitus says, "We have to find the truth within the first impressions,"
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I claim that any ethical act is unique, singular, and can never be repeated.
If any event, any tragedy in history is rightly understood, understanding
means it must not be repeated.

If Socrates says, "All these people who know better know nothing, because
they don't know the good." So Plato comes in, "Then we must know the best."

If the same is true of Proust -- if one man jumps into the abyss, A la recherche
du temps perdu, I can perhaps be on the -- "A la recherche de temps nouveau."

If you can in your own friendship establish such an evening with your good
friends, then you have made the right use of The Symposion.

If you have only physis and logos, then all knowledge is good. If you have
any ethical situation, then knowledge has to be timed.

If you, however, analyze your own existence a little bit more carefully, you
will understand why our brains and the cells of our brain are the roots of the
matter, we are rooted in the sky -- it is as though we were standing on
our heads. We are not standing on our feet mentally, intellectually, and in
our existence as being. But we are hanging through our reason in an earth, in
a soil. Because here is the nourishment which we receive in these brain cells.
But we are free with our limbs, and our whole body to go into the world
and create something new.

In all real societies there are no synonyms.

In every moment, you have to do the ordinary things of life in an
extraordinary way. As though nobody had ever done them, you have to do
them with the emphasis as though they had to be done now for the first time
as a precedent.

In order to remain the same, we have to change.
In Plato and Aristotle, man is the city written small.

In Plato, the wild tribes are the courageous people. The great empires are the
belly people. And the Greeks are the head people, the reasonable people, the
people who think, who can tower above the passions and above the
generosity, the movements of the heart, the courage, generosity, what else
would you say is business of the heart, faith, loyalty, all the emotions of the
nobler nature?

In the first 400 years, from 800 to 400, poetry leads, prose follows; from 400
on, prose leads, poetry follows.
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It is not a part of a human being to say, "I'm just a human being." This little
word "just" is a humility of the God in your heart, of the divine. And if you
would only discover that you all plead to be vessels of the divinity by saying
"just." These four letters: j-u-s-t, are a great arrogance, because it means you
know. It means that you can judge your own place in life.

It is the weakness of Greek thinking, of all Greek thought, of your thought, of
all secular thought, that it cannot deal with the unique things. It can only

deal with repeated things.

It is today not the system of the Greek philosopher, but his own existence, by
which we know that the spirit can be incarnated.

It's an unpleasant business to teach people who want to be asleep.
I've made it a law in my whole life, gentlemen: I will not criticize an

institution of which I have not been a member.

Law is experienced act, respected as precedent, transformed into rule and
regulation, and finally applied to the world outside as always having this
implication.

Leisure ennobled - that is the social task of philosophy.

Logic is that part of the logos that already can be traced, retrieved and
traveled over again and again, because it is already dead. It is that part of the
logos that has already been incarnate, embodied and done with.

Logic is the power that makes us speak. Ethics is the power that makes other
people listen. And physics is the order by which people behave as we say,
and as we are told.

Logos has always to do with the impossible.

Logos is more than logic, because logos is the power that fills reason with the
task to explain what is already present.

Logos is that for which we have to have awe.
Logos is the power to explain how the clock runs down, and the power to

wind it up again.

Man is the micropolis; he is the small city. And the polis is the
macroanthropos.
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Materialism and idealism are points of emphasis, but not points of mutual
exclusiveness.

Most great men reach their achievement in their best students, in their best
pupil. You cannot understand Christ without Paul.

Mutual trust leads to disarmament.
My life begets my thoughts, and I hope my thoughts beget your life.

Myth is a straightforward say-so.

Nature is a common experience of mankind.

Nature is a second space outside of my immediate necessities.

Nature is terribly wasteful if you look outside into the natural world. In
order to fertilize one flower, any number of pollen is wasted. And so it is
with all our enterprises, gentlemen. Hundred have to try so that one may
succeed. There's just no other way of doing it. All these hundred find their
satisfaction in the heroic task of participating in this venture. They also ran.
But the one man then who is -- that's what I tried to tell you about Plato --
without these hundred heroes here, no Plato.

Nature is that which the community can afford to experiment with.

Nature is the challenge which has asked men what to do with it.

Nature was an imperative to be achieved.

Nobody knows anything which he doesn't love.

Not one Greek philosopher has been able to close one Greek temple."

Not one of the persons in the town can define the other person, because they
talk to each other.

Nothing that happens tomorrow is in any way the same as what happened
yesterday.

Now it is sometimes better to wake people up with wrong truths than to put
them to sleep with right truths.

Now poverty comes from the Greek source. Chastity comes very much from
India. And obedience comes from Judaism.
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Of course, two people will never agree on everything. Why should they?
That's the question.

Ohm, Volt, gentlemen, they are all common observations of any man who
uses his reason. They are valid for all men. That's the essence of natural
science.

One: that all matter is one; the other: that this source matter should not be
called with any specific name, but should have a general name; and third:
that if we want to understand this universe, which the two others try to
develop and to make plausible as one universe, that it should at least have
the quality of a living, breathing, living universe.

Original sin means the loss of energy by inheriting something.

Our first impressions come through meaning.

Parmenides is thought upon thought upon thought.

People hate the truth.

Philosophy always presupposes an existing religious and political order.
Philosophy as a system of its own always comes too late.

Philosophy is a challenge to the local prejudice. And it sells its truth
regardless of the trend.

Philosophy is for the few and not for all.

Philosophy is much more a companion of life than an interpretation of life
that holds water. You have to shift.

Philosophy is reducing first impressions. Poetry is bringing back first
impressions.

Philosophy is the assignment of the common conditions for thinking in all
the fields of human knowledge.

Philosophy is the discovery that in every one moment new truth is breaking
in, and that you may be the vessel of this new truth.

Philosophy is the process by which the human mind is renewed under the
pressure of disharmonious environment.

Philosophy makes the religious divisions of mankind relative.
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Philosophy making every city, only one out of many, reduces patriotism,
reduces religion to relativity and reduces also the love of family and the love
of friends to something which can be exchanged for a hundred other things.
And it weakens man.

Philosophy, gentlemen, then deals with second impressions.

Physis is a command much more than a fact.

Physis is that which my mind can dominate. Logos is that by which my mind
is dominated. And my neighbors -- I can treat them -- you can say that all

other men are prejudiced.

Physis reaches into the reality of the human society in the form of youth.
And logos reaches into the form of the physical realm in the form of old age.

Plato says, "Our task of thinkers -- of philosophers is to think about all the
many things which may be called by the same name."

Plato's idealism is an attempt to create an equilibrium between our political
experiences and our physical experiences, to make them of the same original

quality.

Pneumatology is the doctrine of how creative thought enters the community,
and enters you.

Poetry is then, gentlemen, in intimate relation to philosophy.

Prayers are not printed, and poems are. That's the whole difference.
Premature saying is just immature saying.

Reality has to be looked upon at least in four parts before we can be sure that
we have reached its tremendous abundance, its multitude, its plurality.
Research is the open attitude, with your hands open to let the rain fall from
the sky.

Science cannot be taught scientifically.

Second impressions are the necessity for the existence of the many Greek
cities.

So doubting the doubt, it seems to me is perhaps at this moment a valuable
interpretation of Socrates.
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So the indispensable doubt, that's Socrates. Plato asks for the best. Aristotle
sees and overlooks the world in a different manner. He takes the Socratic
doubt for investigation.

So, three reasons for wonder, gentlemen. The philosophers, the universe,
and the student group, this free republic of studious people who are
anxious, eager, and excited enough to forget their immediate interest.

Society is ruled by solidarity, despite the distinction of every member's time,
or lifetime, or time span or time. And nature is ruled by the distinction of
everything, despite the unity of space.

Society lives by solidarity, despite the distinction of every man's own time.
And space lives by the distinction of everything despite the unity of its space.
Socrates represents the conflict between the universe and my time and
place.

Socrates had no fear. He was very pleasant. He said it doesn't matter. And he
showed people to be unafraid. Jesus didn't play with such things. He was
sweating agony. He thought that God had forsaken Him. But His death is the
most fruitful action that any human being has ever undertaken.

Socrates proves the incompleteness of the responsibility in the critic. He
argues some point.

Sophistry: the universals are arbitrary performances of the human mind after
the facts are in. Idealism: the universals are necessary before the facts are in.
The true, the good, and the beautiful are always there. And that a man must
be just, we can tell him before he's even born. We can call him therefore "the
just". To encourage him, to fulfill his own idea of himself.

Speech is mutual before it is definable.

St. Paul: he's more learned than all the Greek philosophers who were his
contemporaries.

Terms can only be defined before speech with regard to physical objects.

Thales discovers what you take for granted, that there is for all things a
common denominator.

That the head man in war designs a contingent, a troop.
That every one of these philosophers represents a new combination of the

three problems: God, man, world; or the cult of a city, the society of man, the
laws of outside nature.
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That's divine, gentlemen, to bear the cross of one's own word, and to
acknowledge that this word was not set by himself as a whim, from a
salesman, as an empty promise.

The Battle of the Bulge carries weight with you and me. It moves us to action,
because the name itself is a part of the event. An event has only happened
after it has received its name.

The best city is that city in which Socrates would not have had to drink
poison.

The categories are the ways of the mind to meet any reality.

The child that is born without plan is certainly more your child than the child
that is born according to plan.

The common denominator is the mind's arbitrary decision. And everybody
can make a different decision.

The condition of a question is that the questioner wants to join the
community.

The creation of nothing is every good man's personal experience.
The cycle is simply the temporary aspect of anything you classify.

The devil is the man who knows the importance of ethics, but refuses to
believe it.

The dilemma of life is constantly to change between treating the outer world
as object and as brother.

The distinction between the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit on the
one-hand side -- and the true and the good and the beautiful--is that the good
and the true and the beautiful can't be spoken to. They can't be spoken.

The economy has risen from being the smallest unit in the universe to be the
largest.

The essence of love is the new name.

The first is its specific thing-ness, its essence. The second thing is its quantity.
The third, its quality: warm, or hot, cold, or green. Its relatedness. Where do
you find it? In which connection? Lions probably in a jungle, or in a zoo. Its
place, its time, its position of posture. That has been debated. Vertical and
horizontal. Such things. They may not be fundamental. What it possesses,
that is, adjectives, gray line, great line, big line, such things. And in what way
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is it active? That's the verb that goes with it: a lion roars. As you know from
the Midsummer Night Dream: there is nothing but roaring, and it is the lion.
And in what way it is being passively affected. These are the categories, the
10 ways in which anything can be said to be.

The first man, Adam, became a living soul. The last Adam became a life-
giving spirit.

The Greek mind explains life out of death, which all the modern physicists
do.

The heart speaks, and the heart has its reasons. And it has much better
reasons than all the philosophers of the world.

The history of the Greek mentality is a complete story of the human mind.
You cannot think one idea and one thought, gentlemen, as a philosopher,
and as a circumstance of generalization and universal systematic thinking,
which has not been thought in Greece. We cannot be original. We can only be
original in patching together different thoughts.

The human mind has, in the Greek period, reached its maturity and a finality
that you are very much privileged if you are allowed to work into your mind
the importance or the eternity, the perpetuity, the validity of these ways of
thinking. We cannot get out of it.

The humanist believes in automatic future. And he doesn't believe that the
future can only be created by giving up the past. The doctrine of Christianity
is that without death, there is no resurrection. And if you don't give up what
you have, you cannot gain access to the future.

The Jews say it's a scandal that a man can say a man can become God, and
the Greeks say that it is foolish to say that God could become man. The
incarnation is a scandal to both.

The living soul is always greater than he knew yesterday to be.

The logical miracle, there are great minds, in seeming contradiction in every
generation renewing the life of our race. The ethical miracle, that although at
tirst they sound impossible and madmen, we finally bow and make room
for the current which they create, for the stream of life which they impart.
And third, that the universe looks different when we bow ethically to the
logical power of these spirits.

The logos remains in evidence through the names of the people through
whom the spirit has spoken.
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The logos travels through names of mutual and reciprocal validity into the
human community, into Our Town. And it travels with regard to the
chemicals and the elements of the universe on the wings of concepts.

The minimum is that those who know are considered to be inside. And those
who have to ask questions are considered to be outsiders.

The modern man mocks the laws of his conscience. That is, the laws of the
person, the conditions under which a man is a person is, however -- and you
know it, that this is true, from your own experience, gentlemen - that the
line between death and life runs right through the middle of your own
intellectual life.

The natural sciences of the last centuries have neglected Aristotle.

The number 4 has this great merit that it forces you to stay within empirical
experience.

The only way, gentlemen, of getting out of nature is to fear God.

The principle of a university is that a student is exposed to teachers who
teach the opposite.

The problem of a statesman is to know what next. In other words, to rule a
state, you have to know the timing. The problem of timing is the essential
political quality. And therefore, philosophers must never be kings.

The problem of philosophy is the question: Can spirit be embodied on this
earth?

The real body politic, gentlemen, allows everybody to have a different
reaction.

The real difference between a coward and a courageous man is that the
coward is frightened in the moment of danger, and runs away. And the
courageous man is frightened afterwards, when it doesn't matter anymore.

The real kernel of his doctrine is that people can already in this world live as
the wise can live together, in harmony, despite their differences.

The relation of ethics to logos is that the logos comes first. You must listen;
otherwise you are a wild animal.

The relation of knowledge and faith is: the treatment of reality as world or as
God.
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The road of nature is through the senses to a concept. The road of the
community is through reciprocity to agreement.

The same man must believe what he knows, and know what he believes.
The seat of philosophy in Greece is the intermission of an athletic contest.

The secret is, gentlemen: if you have ethos, you have a community; if you
have physis, you have millions of objects, what you call "nature,"; and you
already really say more than we can prove that this is one world. You can
say there are many worlds.

The Socratic question, the Platonic idea and the Aristotel